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The Scope of Human Trafficking

Anatomy of the Palermo Protocol Definition

The essence of human trafficking is gaining control of one or more individuals
and using that power to exploit them
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There should not be zones of
impunity due to gaps in the
types of participation or types
of conduct included in the
national legislation

Complicity, aiding and
abetting trafficking =
criminal liability

Corporations and other legal
persons, subcontractors and
employees associated with
trafficking equals liability

For a child: No means is required

Consent: For adults, consent of
victim is irrelevant if one of the
Means in this column is employed.
For children, “consent” is always
irrelevant.

Physical, psychological, legal,
debt bondage or other means used
to compel the person.

Forced labor may or may not involve a formal
labor sector or employment relationship

Although “sexual exploitation” is not defined, it
should be interpreted to include sexual slavery or
servitude not requiring showing of a commercial
transaction
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