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GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBIA 

ACT 
No. 11 of 2008 

Date of Assent: 24th September, 2008 

An Act to provide for the prohibition, prevention and 
prosecution of human trafficking; provide for the filing of 
and dealing with matters related to human trafficking; 
establish the Committee on Human Trafficking and provide 
for its powers and functions; establish centres for victims 
of human trafficking; establish the Human Trafficking 
Fund; domesticate the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organised Crime; and provide for 
matters connected with or incidental to the foregoing. 

[26th September, 2008 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Zambia. Enactment 

PART I 
PRELIMINARY 

1. This Act may be cited as the Anti-Human Trafficking Act, 
2008. 

2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— 
"abuse of vulnerability" in relation to trafficking, means such 

physical or psychological abuse that leads a person to 
believe that the person has no reasonable alternative but 
to submit to exploitation, and is not limited to taking 
advantage of the vulnerabilities of that person resulting 
from— 

(a) the person having entered Zambia illegally or without proper 
documentation; 
(b) pregnancy; 
(c) any disability of the person; 
(d) addiction to the use of any substance; and 
(e) reduced capacity to form judgments by virtue of 

being a child; 

Short title 

Interpretation 
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"centre for victims" means a facility for the provision of 
temporary accommodat ion in accordance with a 
programme referred to in sections forty-two and forty-
three suited for the needs of victims admitted to the facility; 

"child" means a person under the age of eighteen years; 
"child labour" includes all forms of slavery or practices similar 

to slavery such as— 
(a) the sale of a child; 
(b) trafficking of a child for the purpose of engaging the 

child in work away from home and from the care 
of the child's family, in circumstances within which 
the child is exploited; 

(c) debt bondage or any other form of bonded labour; 
(d) serfdom; and 
(e) forced or compulsory labour, including forced or 

compulsory recruitment of a child for use in armed 
conflict; 

"coercion" means violent psychological coercion and other 
forms of non violent psychological coercion such as— 

(a) a threat of serious harm to a person or another 
person; 

(b) any scheme, plan or pattern; or 
(c) the abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process; 

intended to cause a person to believe that, if the 
person does not perform labour or provide a service, 
the person or another person will suffer serious 
harm; 

"Committee" means the Committee on Human Trafficking 
established under section one hundred; 

"debt bondage" means the status or condition that arises from 
a pledge by a person— 

(a) of the person's personal services; or 
(b) of the personal services of another person under 

that person's control; 
as security for a debt owed, or claimed to be owed, 
including any debt incurred or claimed to be incurred after 
the pledge is given, by that person if— 

(i) the debt owed or claimed to be owed is manifestly 
excessive; 

(ii) the value of those services as reasonably assessed 
is not applied toward the liquidation of the debt 
or purported debt; or 

(iii) the length and nature of those services are not 
respectively limited and defined; 
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"Director of Public Prosecutions" means the person appointed 
as such under the Constitution; 

"exploitation" includes— Cap. 1 
(a) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, 

including debt bondage or forced marriage; 
(b) sexual exploitation; 
(c) servitude; 
(d) forced labour; 
(e) child labour; and 
(f) the removal of body parts contrary to the Human 

Tissue Act; Cap. 306 
"forced labour" means labour or services obtained or 

maintained through threats, the use of force, intimidation 
or other forms of coercion or physical restraint; 

"Fund" means the Human Trafficking Fund established under 
section one hundred and two; 

"guardian" in relation to a child, includes any person who has, 
for the time being, the charge of or control over the child; 

"immigration officer" has the meaning assigned to it under 
the Immigration and Deportation Act; 

"labour inspector" has the meaning assigned to it under the 
Employment Act; Cap. 123 

"legal practitioner" has the meaning assigned to it in the Legal 
Practitioners Act; Cap. 268 

"medical practitioner" means a person registered as such 
under the Medical and Allied Professions Act; Cap. 30 

"parent" includes guardian; 
"person" includes a partnership; Cap. 297 
"police officer" has the meaning assigned to it under the 

Zambia Police Act; Cap. 107 
"practices similar to slavery" include— 

(a) debt bondage; 
(b) serfdom; 
(c) any institution in which, or practice under which— 

(i) a woman who does not have the right to 
refuse is promised or given in marriage 
on payment of a consideration in money 
or in kind to her parents, guardian, family 
or any other person; 

(ii) the husband of a woman, his family or his 
clan has the right to transfer her to another 
person for value received or otherwise; 
or 

(iii) a woman, on the death of her husband, is 
liable to be inherited by any other person; 
or 
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(d) any institution in which, or practice under which a 
child is delivered by either one or both of the child's 
natural parents or by the child's guardian to another 
person, whether for reward or not, for the purpose 
of the exploitation of the child; 

"premises" includes a vehicle, an offshore installation and 
any other structure or shelter that is moveable; 

"Protocol" means the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children; 

"public officer" means a person serving in the Public Service; 
"Public Service" has the meaning assigned to it in the Public 

Cap. 260 Service Pensions Act; 
"servitude" means a condition in which the labour or services 

of a person are provided or obtained through threats of 
serious harm to that person or another person, or through 
any scheme, plan or pattern intended to cause the person 
to believe that, if the person does not perform such labour 
or services, that person or another person would suffer 
serious harm; 

"sexual exploitation" means the participation of a person in 
prostitution or other sexual acts, or the production of 
pornographic material as a result of being subjected to 
threat, force, intimidation or other forms of coercion or 
any other practice in terms of which it cannot be said that 
the person participated voluntarily; 

"slavery" means the exercise of any or all of the powers 
attaching to the right of ownership over a person; 

"smuggling" means the procurement, in order to obtain, directly 
or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, of the 
illegal entry of a person into a country of which the person 
is not a national or permanent resident; 

"traffic" means to recruit, transport, transfer, harbour, receive 
or obtain a person, within or across the territorial boundaries 
of Zambia, by means of— 

(a) any threat or use of force or other forms of coercion; 
(b) abduction; 
(c) fraud or deception; 

Cap. 54 (d) false or illegal adoption of a child contrary to the 
Adoption Act or any other written law: 


